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$28Nii ion in Local Projects to, p ese t a to CALFED’s public advisor}, group,
be Funded". the Bay-D£ka AdviseW Cotmcii (BDAC),

.. " . - , September t0 and 11. In mid.September, ..
CALFED policy-makeds considered comments

CALFED is selectiffg more ~han $25 million in from BDAC, as well as :he gesults of the technical
ecosystem restoration projects ~s par~ of its evatuatibns. A recommendatioh will be made
commitment to implement certain restoration -the California SecretaW re? Resources and the
projects prier to the completion of a: S~cretary of the U.S. Depa~meqf of the Interior,

. comprehensive Bay-Deka solution. This-spring, ~ho will announce the~etected projects this fall..
. proposals were. solicited readdress nine. spedific. The ncx~ ioticitation for Iocal ecosystem
topics targeted by CALF~D., including floo@Iain ¯

h ’ " ’       "                      restoration projects wilt be announced m !999.management and ~mmtat restoradon, sediment                 :~ ~     " -
managemen% specie~ life histo/~ ~tudies, local Se e { sts, Delta Residentswatershed stewardship and environmental
education.. CALFED received 180 proposals" ~a~ P an" "
.reque~ing more than $~60 miliion. Last year,
CALFED ~unded 71 projects totaling more than A ~roup
"$85 million, of ’ .....

in&pen-
"Th~se ecosystem restoration projects are tangible deh{
evidence of a !asking Bay-Delta so!u~mn,, said scientists
Lester Sue@; exe~dve director of the CALFED and .    ’
B~y-Deka Program. "Our pzocess allows local mad Deka
regional endties to implement p[iority projects , area {..." and programs.~ha~ will ultima.dy benefit ~ residents
Cdifor,~a as a whole." ~re

.. Working ..
The t998 ~n~ng comes Dom state Propositipn wit.h.CALFED to.shape its Edosys.~em Re~toradon
204, :he federal Bay.Delta A~ and federal .~rogram .Plan (ERPP), a cridqa! comp6nent to t~e
watershed ~n~ng. long-term"Bay-Delta solution. "

~.ad~tion ~o ecosystem restoration, .as pa~ d~ its Las<October, CALFED convened an inde>endent ’
long-term solution, CALFED is developing Sciefitific Review-Panel to evaluage a ’dra~ ERPP.
comprehensive, inter-linked programs iO add)ess "U~ing ~his report, C_<LFED deveioped a strategic
.water quality, water use efficiency, levde sygtem. ptan emphasizing how prpposed actions to restore
integrity, watershed management and water : the environment canbe measured--a~d ~rio~kized,
¯ transfers, based on sound scientific data.

Proposals ~ere evaluated by a number of technical Prominent sciend£c ~xperts})om UC Berkeley,
and stakeholder.panels. These evaluations were.. UC Davis, San Francisco Sta~e Umver~ty and the
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University of British Columbia were retained by The people along Butte Creek have .found’be~ter
CALFED to he!p. develop this st.rategic plan, alternatives."
whic~i will be included in the revised draft ¯ - .
programmatic Environmental Impact. The-event showcased the coop~.rative efforts of the
Statement/Environmental Impact Report U.S. Bureau.of Reclamation, Western Canal Water
~IS/EtR). District, CALFED ahd other partners in

improvin~g the Bay-Delt~ s~.rstem’s environment
Also helping to shape .CALFE~’s. ERPP are Delta .througha consensus-based process. Among those
area interests, who presented a plan to C.ALFED. in attendanie to Watch the first blows to
in September. The ad hoc group outlined an McPherrin Dam were local ra.fchers, irrigaror~.
approach .for ecosystem restoration that relies on and urban water mana’gerso ~
publicly held lands first, followed by acquisition
and enhancement.of .currently flooded lands to "Let us l~emember that dams are not, in the end,
create or eflhance emergent habitat. About 27,000 monuments to mankind?’ said Babbim "The~ are~    ’
acres of public.or soon-to-be public lands have simply instruments ~hat serve the .needs of the
been identified for Stage 1 implementation of a people who build them..Those needs change, often
Bay-D~lta solution. " quite rapidly, over the Course of a                                                 ge..eranon.,, " ~ " "

"When the ERPP was first released ~for public. GFOKI~S EX~O~O~’~. A[{~e~’g~e~iv.e$
review, iome people expressed concern that their. Pest[oido U$oland w~ld be vakefi from them and used: for " ’
environmental restoration purposes;" says, Lester
Snow-, executive director of th,e CALFEDBay-. Earlier this.year, the Community A11iance with

Family Farniers (CAFF) was awarde~. $472,000 byDelta Program. "The community has hdped us . " .-
develop a plan th.at can meet CALFED goals and the CALFED. Bay-Delta-Program to                         _implement.

o~ pemcmes in therespects local interests in the process_.",                  programs, to reduce the use c.    ¯ ¯,
¯ Sacramento and San joaquin river walter.sheds. ,

A proposed imp.lementation plan containing Chemicais used i~ almond and walnut farming

specific information on alldspects of the Bay-Delta have been
- " traced tosolution, wilt be released for pu, blic review along

with the revised drak pi’ogrammatic EIS!EIR in contaminatio’n ..
’ " of theB~y-December.

Delta, and
studies showDam, Sorve  its Purpose, is agricultural "

often present
YmteriorSecreta.ry Bruce Babbitt took a in the San
sledgehammer.to McPherriri Dam recently to Joaquin River
signal the coming demolition of the decades-old, and streams at
structure that today sits atop one of the few levels that
remaining Sacramento River tributaries Wid~ could harm
spring-run Chinook salmon, fish and other

water.
"There are more than 75,000 dams in the nation, organisms. To.
most built long ago, many in the 19~h century," " help improve
Babbitt said. "Of cour, s.e, many dams are still water quality in the Bay-DeitY, CAFF, a statewide
useful, but others are clearly obsoiete. The .role o[ non-profit organization that promotes .sustainable
many of these structures needs to be reassessed, agriculture on famiiy-scale ~arms in rura!

’ communities, applied for and received funds
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throuDta th~ CAL_ ~D progr~am to imp!ement a They ~lso provide reci’eational, aesthetic and levee
psogram called BIOS. Bloi%mally!n..egrated ¯ protection benefits.
Orchard-Systems’: provides information to
farmers interes.ted in re.ddcing or eliminating Concerns about the overuse of riprap, a rocky
pesticide u~e. The programs include hands-0n - material that ddes not allow vegetatio, n growth for
assistance in alter:o_ative:pr0.duction practices for fish and wildlife l~abitat, motivated a group of
almofid and Walnut growers, and farm state and federal governm, ent officiais, local
demonstration and fie!d days in agricultural landowners, environmentalists, boate.rs, farmers
comhmnities. Farmer.s working .with BIOS have and o~hers to explore alternatives. .-
!~amed to use tools such as planting cov~r crops,
providing habitat for beneficiai insects and other Four islands will be examined in the pr0je.ct; three

" wild!ire, and monitoring levels .of both pest and are lo~ated near Webb Tract in Contra Costa
beneficial insects. County, and one:in San Joaquin County. The ,

islands provide, a wide range of habitat and
. The Lighthous~ Farm Network is another " engineering field conditions. At each site, primary
program developed "~ " ’ ""by cAFF, ~’hmn provides a stressors, such as dredging acti.vities, invasive
f̄orum for farmers ,to share their exp~ri.encesas aquatic plants, dikturbances caused by boa.ring and
they r~duce or eliminate the use of toxic loss of shallow water habitat.wi!! be identified and
Chemicals. To da~.~, BiOS and the Lighthouse indiacidual desi.gns to address them deve!oped.
Farm Network have operated as demonstration
and technique development pr.ograms. With. Once implemented, government agencies,¯
funding _from.CALFED, the programs will begin " landowners And others can uge the results of t~ese ¯
faci!itatingwidespread conversion to biological . .demonstratiori projects in ca.rrying out the

" farming strategids. Reduction or elimination o.f.t.he CALFED Ec6system.Restoration Program Plan.
Sarg~ted chemicals will result in enhanced h~bitat ..
~or a large varietyof ~q~atic specie.s and an "Ecosystem Projects He p Meet
īmproved physical environment for people

[l/~l~{~i~ Program Objectives.
becai_tse of-the broader diversit)~ of species and the
ēlimination of chemicals from surface and "
groundwater. " While CALFED has focused its early efforts on

ecosy~fem restoration, many of these projects are

~GW [~@mOf~{:g.~{:iOgl P~’O~.GC~ also solving
problems in
other areas.

A CALFED_ ¯ " CALFED
gralat will fund has identified
the design and ~..c four main

¯ permitting of a 1 ’ problems
~ demonstration *~" .facing the"

¯ project to Bay-Delt~
examine system:
methods for ecosystem quality, levee system reIiabitity, water ..
restoring and quality and water supply reliability.
managing in-
channei De!~a ¯ The Cache Slough Habitat Enhanc.ement
isl~mds. In- \ project build~ habitat for the endange.red Delta
channe! islands

d~ ~ ’ "provide habita{
:~ ::. ~ smelt on a half-mile section of old levee and

~%r many special
~i

s~ops the levee from washing away.

status species.
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The Integrated Pest Management Program. Comments On Line
educate} people on safe pesdcide use to keep
chemicals out of Susuin Bay, improving water The CALFED draft EIS/EIR and all the written
quality for users and for the ~environment. comments received during the public review..

period are available at the CAl.’FED website:
The San Joaqiain River Real-Time Water httR://calfed.ca.gov
Quali.ty Management Program helps upstream
farmers control run-off from their fields so the

’ Scheduie UpdateSan Joaquin River is safe f~r fish and ¯ ¯

downstream farmers can use it~o irrigate t.heir
The next mliestone in the C)ILFED ¯Bay-Deltafields.
PFogram is the release of the Phase II Report

’ The McCormicl~ Saettzer Dam Project fixes an identifiying a preferred alternative and revised

old dam so Salmon can move upstream easily ¯ draft Prbgrammatic EIS/EIR for public review

arid farmers can still get the Water they.need, and comment. This i~ expeci&d at the end Of the

’W CALFED
’

BAY.DELTA 1416 Ninth S&,Suite !155 "
PROGRAM. Sacramento,CA 95814

The. mission oft.he CALFED Bay-Delta                                                                 " "
Program is to develop a. long, term                                                                   . "

comprehensive plan that will.restore’ecolOgica( "! .~ ¯

health 9nd improve w.ater ~nanagement Jbr --
beneficial uses of the Bay-Deltasystem.

~ ca~D ’ .
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